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We the Dene have lived on our traditional lands since 
before any man can remember. Our land is the cradle 
of Dene Civilization and has nourished our people for 
thousands upon thousands of years. Through these 
thousands of years, we the Dene, a nation of 
people,have decided for ourselves how we live. We 
developed our own values and our own understanding 
of the world. We developed our own languages and 
our own laws, our actions were based on our un- 
derstanding of the world. For thousands of years, we 
have been a nation determining our own destiny. 

More recently, our nation has undergone difficult 
and threatening times. Non-Dene with different values, 
different languages, different laws, have come onto 
our lands. Rather than living with us in peace, these 
non-Dene have tried to force us to think, act and 
become non-Dene. Rather than recognizing our right to 
our own land, non-Dene have taken resources from our 
land for their own profit. Rather than recognize our 
national right to self-determination, non-Dene have 
judged us to be inferior, and tried to control us. ; 

~In 1899 and 1921, our nation made two treaties 
with the non-Dene, For our forefathers, the treaties 
were an agreement with the non-Dene whereby we 
would live in peace arid mutual respect, whereby our 
tight to continued self-determination would be 
guaranteed. In Dene society, men related to men by 
“agreement. We understood that a man was measured 
by how he kept his word. The agreement that our 
forefathers made verbally with the Government of 
Canada was that our right to self-determination shall 
never be violated “’.. as long as the world does not 
change, as long as the sun continues, as long as the 
river continues to flow, as long as this land shall last.’ It 
was not until the late 1960’s that we became aware of 
the meaning of the written versions Treaties 8 and 11. 

By fraud, the written versions contained conditions 
never agreed to by our forefathers: 


the said Indians to hereby cede, release, 
surrender and yield up to the Government of the 
Dominion of Canada, for His Majesty the King and 
His Successors forever, all their rights, titles, and 
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privileges whatsoever to the lands included within 
the following limits...’” : 


From this fraud, for over a half a century, the 
Government Of Canada has proceeded to consciously 
and continuously undermine our nation. The Gover- 
nment of Canada has imposed whatever laws it has ’ 
deemed necessary to exploit the resources of our land. 
We have been seen as obstructions to this exploitation 





What has happened 
is the theft of our 
humanity, the theft of 
us as a people, the 
theft of our right to. 
be. This process is 


colonization. 
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and have been increasingly pressured to assimilate into 
the very system which exploits our lands and un- 
dermines our rights. as a people. 

In truth, what has happened is a process much 
worse that just the theft of our land and our resources. 
What has happened is the theft of our humanity, the 
theft of us as a people, the theft of our right to be. This 
process began even before the treaties, with the ex- 
plorers, furtraders, and missionaries. Over the past few 
years it has been accelerated and intensified with the 
hunger to exploit our lands. This process is colonization. 
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The Government of Canada and its agent, the 
Territorial Government, along with transnational 
Corporations, are the colonizers. Over the years, and at 
present, they have been allies in the common cause of 
changing us to fit their definition of mankind. 

We have decided that this must stop. We have 
decided that we must now work for our decolonization. 
We have decided to once again become the subjects of 
our own development, rather than the objects of 
someone else’s decisions. : 

It is over half a century since the time of the first 
treaties between our nation and non-Dene. Now, both 
the Government of Canada and the Dene Nation are 
seeking to make a new agreement, a treaty which will 


. be respected and lasting for both parties. 


Our experience has taught us that it is foolhardy to 
expect anyone other than ourselves to’ protect our 
interests. We must have more than an assurance that 
our interests will be taken care of by others, or by the 
institutions of others. Relationships whereby one party 
undertakes to protect the interests of others are by 
definition colonial. Therefore, we insist on the right to 
define, protect and present our own interest. 

This means that we must have our own exclusive 


‘political jurisdiction within Canada. We must have our 


own political institutions through which we both govern 
ourselves internally as we choose, and continue to 
present our collective interests externally to the rest of 
Canada. Only with our own exclusive political 
jurisdiction can we meet these requirements. Unless 


- these requirements are met, it is meaningless to talk of 


the Dene as a people, or Dene Culture, being a con- 
tinuing reality. Any other arrangement would be 
genocide. 3 \ 

Our rights to self-government within the Con- 
federation of Canada must be the basis of our new 
agreement with the Federal Government. Basic to that 
right is the recognition to exclusive Dene political 
jurisdiction over areas of primary importance of our 


life as a people. 


History and rights of the Dene 
In 1899 and 1921 our forefathers saw fit to enter into 
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treaties 8 and 11 with the Dominion of Canada. We did 
so in an effort to protect our interests from the con- 
tinuing invasion of non-Dene. Our forefathers saw a 
need to obtain assurance from the non-Dene gover- 
nment, whom they felt was responsible for the actions 
of non-Dene on Dene lands, that the security of our 
ways of life would not be undermined, that our right to 
continue to lead our chosen way. of life and govern our 
own affairs would not be challenged. 

We learned shortly after the making of those 
treaties that those we negotiated with were breaking 
their word. Since then nearly every term of the 
agreement we entered into so solemnly has been 
broken by the non-Dene. 

We have recently come to grips with the im- 
plications of living in a world in which men make 
decisions not by agreement but by manipulation of 
power. The lesson of the Treaties and the lesson of our 
experience since that time is that our rights will not be 
adequately protected by assurances of non-Dene 
institutions, be they corporations or the Federal 
Government. Our rights will only be protected by the 
assertion of those rights by ourselves. This lesson, 
above all, has made it clear that we must govern 
ourselves through our own exclusive institutions and 
must have the ability not simply to negotiate an 
agreement, once and for all, with the Federal 
Government, but an ability to negotiate the terms of 
all activities affecting our interests long into the future. 
This is why recognition, not extinguishment, of rights 
in the form of an exclusive Dene Jurisdiction or 
government is the first principle of our position. 

_ Wecannot understand how anyone could seriously 
suggest that we would consider negotiating the ex- 
tinguishment of our rights. What we insist upon is a 
departure from the tradition in Canada that rights must 
be extinguished. We want our property rights to our 
land recognized and preserved, not extinguished. Such 
recognition of Aboriginal land has happened 
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elsewhere in the world and we cannot see why it 
cannot happen here. 

However, our rights are more than property rights. 
We have important human rights recognized in 
International Laws, such as the right to self- 
determination as a people. 

Our struggle, like oppréssed and colonized people 
everywhere, is the assertion of the right to recognition 


and self-determination as a people. Our demands are 


the recognition and protection of those important 
human ‘rights which have been secured by other 
peoples. We are a nation of the fourth world, the world 


of aboriginal peoples within the framework of in- 


dependent, nation states. 

This is not separatism. It means self-reliance and 
self-determination as people within Canada. It meansa 
reclarification of our rights and a negotiation of our 
place in confederation in the context of a Dene 
Government. We know that this is in the spirit of the 
Canadian constitution and that there is no reason why 
the tradition of extinguishment has to be followed.We 
can never agree to the extinguishment of ourselves as 
a people. 

There are other lessons to be learned from the 
Dene experience of the last fifty years. The right of 
self-determination has many aspects. Constitutional 
recognition, that is, recognition of the right of the 
Dene to govern themselves through institutions of their 
choosing, would be insufficient to ensure Dene in- 
dependence and the development of the Dene as a 
people. Colonialism is not simply a matter of political 
control but is also a matter of economic and social 
relationships. The truth of this observation is borne out 
by the experience of formerly colonial Third World 
countries. 

Achievement of political independence in the 
absence of any restructuring of colonial economic 
relationships has led to the continuation of a much 
more subtle, but very real, economic neo-colonialism. 


our relationship with the non-Dene ‘remains one 


‘Bay Company elsewhere in Canada and in such st 


land. 





Resource development continues under foreign | 
‘initiative and control, making the local economy | te: ; 
dependent on decisions made by and large in ac-| 
cordance with external interests. Far more important, | ~ 
the ownership and control of resources by external | 
interests leads to the economic surplus attributable to | : 
these resources being drained out of the country for | —- 
reinvestment elsewhere. It is this loss of economic | ‘ 
surplus which most severely undermines the ability of | WR 
underdeveloped areas to become self-determining, | .— 
In the early days, the fur trade was the main basis | __ 
of the relationship between Dene and non-Dene. The | _ 
traders depended on us for their survival, both interms | 
of food and for the fur which kept them in business. In | 
turn, we became dependent on the traders for our|  s—™ 
traps, some basic provisions and other essentials such | 
as guns and axes. ; 
As long as the traders were dependent on our|  —_—™ 
people for food and fur we were treated with respect, | 
with recognition. However, improvements in tran- i 
sportation allowed the traders to import their food | __ 
supplies. Meanwhile, in spite of the Treaties, the 
government allowed non-Dene trappers to enter the 
North, The non-Dene trappers had no long-term in- 
terest in the fur-bearing animals and quickly set about 
depleting the areas they trapped, much the same way 








mining companies and oil companies today remove | 2 
forever the birthright of the Dene in the’ non- 
renewable resource sector. Both of these events Bs 
changed the relationship between our people and | 
non-Dene. The traders no longer depended on| . 
provisions supplied by us, while the non-Dene trappers | 
depleted our fur-bearing animals. chars, 
Finally, when the bottom fell out of the fur market _ $50 


and prices fell, we were left high and dry. We had | 
started from a position of equals and were now left ina ety 
state of considerable need. . ‘ ee 
The main lesson we learned from this experience | __ 
was that participation in the market economy is not | 


enough. We must have control in order to ensure that 












between equals rather than one of dependency. 
While the fur trade drained away the economic 

surplus, created by the hard work of Dene trappers, to 

be used to build the economic empire of the Hudson‘s- 


















economies as that of South African controlled N 
the fur trade did not demand that we give up o . 
While our people became increasingly dependent on | 

the non-Dene economy, the fur trade did not result 
the tremendous influx of non-Dene brought a 
the exploitation of non-renewable re 
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The development of the non-renewable resource 
sector — the gold mines at Yellowknife, the oil field at 
Norman Wells, the mines at Port Radium and Echo Bay, | 
the lead-zinc mine at Pine Point, the gas field at Pointed | 
Mountain, and the massive exploration effort of this | — 
century — resulted in an influx of non-Dene settlers, | 
under the auspices of the Federal Government and its | 
local colonial establishment, the Government of the | 
Northwest Territories. The assumption of racial and 
cultural: superiority, so necessary to justify this” 
abrogation of our national rights led to the imposition 
of a non-Dene educational system, non-Dene religious 
hierarchy, non-Dene political institutions and a host of 
other non-Dene authorities, not least important of 
which were those concerned with housing, health and | — ; 
social assistance. 3 ' 
For instance, instead of providing the tools with 
which to overcome colonialism, our most pressing 
problem, the so-called “education” system was based 
on assumptions that provide the underpinnings of 
colonialism — racial superiority, elitism, the icapitalist 
ethic, authoritarianism and so forth. . 
In the political sphere, the assumption of racial 
and cultural superiority led to the imposition of non- 
Dene political institutions which completely ignored 
our tradition of decision-making by consensus and 
government by agreement. Our attempts to employ 
these non-Dene institutions to achieve our aims have 
proven futile. 
It is the nature of colonial government that it 
focuses on symptoms of the colonial relationship 
without ever questioning the cause. The result is an 
ever increasing colonial bureaucracy whose 
relationship to the colonized must be founded on 
assumptions of superiority in order to justify its con- 
tinuation. The failure of colonial development 
programs and the growth of the welfare bureauracy 
are implicit in continuing colonial relationships. From 
our point of view, perhaps the most destructive efforts 
of the colonial bureauracy involve the recruitment of 
Dene to exercise a neo-colonial role as welfare of- 
ficers, classroom assistants, special constables, set- 
tlement secretaries and entrepreneurs. The result of 
such programs is the creation of a small neo-colonial 
elite who benefit from a continuing colonial 
relationship. 
It would be easy to detail further examples of the 
colonial implications of non-renewable resource 
development in the N.W.T., but this is not the in- 
tention. It is important to recognize only that 




















colonialism crept upon our people who, without 
previous experience, had no way of predicting the 
consequences. Today, with considerable colonial 
experience behind us, we are turning our attention 
and efforts to decolonization — coming to terms with 
the effect of colonialism in our lives and planning 
action to regain control over our destiny. 

It must also be noted that the heavy concentration 
on the colonial development of non-renewable 
resources has made it extremely difficult for us to 
maintain our traditional land-based activities. The 
renewable resource sector has been undermined by 
the unbridled exploitation of non-renewable resources. 
This subversion has resulted from environmental im- 
pact (eg. arsenic pollution of Yellowknife Bay, and 
flooding of lands around Pine Point Mine), the 
drainage of economic surplus from the region, the 
influx of transients and settlers, and the coercion which 
forced us into permanent settlements, to name only a 
few causes. 

The lessons of this period of our history suggest the 
need for a concerted effort at decolonization to undo 
the destructive effects of colonial experience. Fur- 
thermore, the experience with non-renewable resource 
development has convinced us that we must have 
control over decisions concerning further developments 
on our land, not only to set the conditions which will 
control the impact of such activities but also to reap the 


benefits which the right of ownership entails. Millions. 


of dollars in economic rents, or super profits have left 
the N.W.T. to be invested elsewhere by the companies 
concerned. These rents should have remained to 
support our development objectives. 

Clearly, we must develop our own economy, 
rather than depending on externally initiated 
development. Such.an economy would not only en- 
courage continued renewable resource activities, such 
as hunting, fishing and trapping but would include 
community-scale activities designed to meet our needs 
in a more self-reliant fashion. True Dene development 
will entail political control, an adequate resource base, 
and continuity with our past. It will be based on our 


Own experience and values. In accordance with our - 


emphasis on sharing, Dene development will not 
permit a few to gain at the expense of the whole 
community. Our purpose is to bring to an end such 
colonialism and to re-establish a process and ex- 
perience of development for the Dene nation as a 
whole. As such, we believe the conditions that govern 
the development of individuals will determine the 
_ conditions for the development of the whole Dene 
Pees le aie has always been our ppepek: 
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nerefore a humanizing struggle, a 
ggle to regain the ability to oe ae and spe 


¥ _ human beings. 


While the Dene have certain Aboriginal Rights not 
nared by non-Dene, the basic human struggle is 
F cheeaul by all who are working for a world not based on 
man’s exploitation of man. It is therefore contradictory 
for us not to deal with how the Dene struggle affects the 
‘rights of others. 

Almost all non-Dene who have come to our land 
have come directly or indirectly as the agents of in- 
stitutions seeking some form of control over us. The 
Government of Canada must bear full responsibility for 
having encouraged and misled such people into 

| believing that they had the right to exploit our land and 
to colonize us as a people. Our new agreement with 
the Federal Government will mean that such colonizing 
forces shall stop. 

Nevertheless, the reality is that there are now 
many non-Dene in our land, and what we seek is a 
peaceful relationship with these people, based on 
recognition of our right and their right to self- 
determination. 

Because most non-Dene live in a few concentrated 


urban centres, to assist the Federal Government in its ~ 


responsibilities towards these people, we are willing to 
allow such centres to exist outside the jurisdiction of 
Dene institutions. In return, the Federal Government 
must agree to establish new communities for the Dene 
of such centres, as the Dene involved may choose. 

It is the Federal Government which is ultimately 
responsible for the presence of non-Dene in our land. 
Because of this, the Federal Government represents the 
non-Dene interest in the negotiations for a new 
agreement. It is impossible for bodies such as the 

Territorial Council to be a part of the negotiating 
“process, as this would imply that non-Dene in the North 
have a legitimate interest separate from the Federal 
Government. This is not the case. The priority of the 
Dene Right to negotiate directly with the Federal 
Government must first be recognized. 


Why an Agreement in Principle? 

The written version of the first treaties represents a non- 
negotiated agreement. Essentially, the written version 
of the treaties is a unilateral declaration of the Federal 
Government's position which it has since attempted to 
impose without agreement on the Dene. 

In seeking a new agreement, it is assumed that 
both parties have an interest in reaching a truly 
negotiated understanding rather than a_ unilateral 
imposition of terms by one party on the other. 

There are several aspects involved in such a 
negotiated agreement which should be made explicit. 
The term “negotiation” describés a situation where two 
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Today, with considerable colonial experience > 
behind us, we are tuming our attention and 
efforts to decolonization - coming to terms with | 
the effect of colonialism in our lives and plan- 
ning action to regain control over our destiny. 


or more parties come together to represent their in- 
terest to each other in the hope of reaching an 
agreement which will benefit both of them. 
Negotiation can only take place between free and 
responsible interests. The word cannot be used to 
describe a situation: . : 


a) where force or threat is used to reach 
“agreement”. 

b) where an “agreement” 
benefit to one of the parties. 
c) where one party has all the power and the other 
has none. 

d) where one party defines for the other what their 


position is. 


is not desireable or of 


Thus, for the Federal Government to suggest that it 
is prepared to “negotiate’’ only if the purpose of 
negotiations is the extinguishment of Dene rights is a 
cynical contradiction. Obviously, it is not of benefit to 
the Dene to negotiate the extinction of their interest. In 
fact, it is doubtful that the term “negotiations” could 
ever be applied to a situation where one party seeks to 
extinguish the rights of the other. 


In the written version of the original treaties, the 
Federal Government's position was extinguishment of 
rights. The James Bay settlement and the Federal 
proposal to the Yukon Council of Indians suggest that 
position may not have changed very much over the 
past half-century. Therefore, in order that the 
Government of Canada and the Dene Nation can 
seriously begin to negotiate a new agreement, the 
Dene are now proposing that’ agreement first be 
reached on the principles and purpose of negotiations. 
Such an Agreement in Principle will establish explicitly 
the common assumptions on which further 
negotiations will be based. 

The advantages of this are several: 





1) It will ensure that a minimum of time and energy 
will be wasted in pointless “negotiations” to no 
common purpose. 

2) It will reduce the uncertainty for the poblic ‘at 
large regarding the parameters of the negotiations 
and the possible subsequent agreement. 

3) The signing of this Agreement in Principle will 
reassure all Dene that their negotiators are not 
agreeing to extinguishment. This will assure the 
membership’s confidence in their negotiators and 
will allow. the negotiators to proceed with 
maximum efficiency towards reaching final 
agreement. 


The Agreement in Principle specifies the principles 
which the Dene consider to be an essential basis for 
further negotiations. The Signing of the Agreement in 
Principle will represent a progressive step in that both 
the Dene and the Federal Government will have 
reached agreement on the basis for further 
negotiations. It is in the interest of the Dene, the 
Federal Government, and the General Public that 
negotiations proceed as quickly as possible towards a 
final agreement. , 

The history of the North American Indian has 
been a brutal history of dehumanization. For non- 
native society, the relationship to be negotiated with 
the Dene Nation represents the last chance to reach a 
just and honorable agreement. For the native people, 
this negotiation represents the first chance to achieve 
the recognition of our basic human rights. 





For more information please call or wrrite, 
Southern Support Group, 102 Bank Street, 
Second Floor, OTTAWA, Ontario., K1P 
5N4. (Tel. 233-6969). 
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as the United Nanione Deelaratian of eee 2 
_AND WHEREAS the Dene have sur) ved, 








ITIs THEREFORE AGREED ae e 





commence forthwith to resolve the aforesaid “ac- 
1. The Dene have the right to recognition, self- 
determination, and on-going growth and develop-— 


“ment as a People and as a Nation. 


2. The Dene, as aboriginal people, have a special - 


status under the Constitution of Canada. 

3. The Dene, as aboriginal people, have the right to 
retain ownership | of so much of their traditional lands, — 
and under* such terms, as to ensure their in- 


dependence and _ self-reliance, ee 


economically and socially, and the maintenance of 


- whatever other rights they have, whether epeciiod: in: 


this agreement OF not. 
4. The definition of the Dene is the right ‘ot the Dene. 


_ The Dene know who they are. - 


5, The Dene have the right to practice ead preserve 


their languages, traditions, customs and values. 

6. The Dene have the right to develop their own in- 
stitutions and enjoy their rights as a People | in the 
framework of their own institutions. 

7. There will therefore be within Confederation, “a 


Dene Government with " jurisdiction over a 
geographical area and over subject matters now = 
within the jurisdiction of either the Government of — 
Canada or the Government of the Northwest 


Territories. . 

8. The Government of Canada Feiecter in the 

exercise of matters within its jurisdiction (and 

following a settlement with the Dene) will: on 
(a) abandon the “last frontier” mentality and all - 
attemps to colonize and settle Dene lands; and 
(b) do everything in its power to assist in the 
recognition, survival, and development of the 
Dene asa People. 

9. The Government — Canada will finance the. 
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agreement. 

- AND WHEREAS theDenei recognize. that aes are 
non-Dene who have: ‘come to live among ihe Dene 












right to evolve more “democrats 


=-forms of: “institutions” ‘based on democracy and 


equality and the representation of the interests of the 
masses of the non-Dene, notanelite; = 
IT 1S THEREFORE AGREED that the following 
principles: are recognized by the. Dene and the 
Government of Canada; ; 
14. The Dene agree that non- -Dene have the right to 
-self-determination and the use and development of 
~ their own institutions; and the Dene pledge their 
- support to the non-Dene in the pursuit of their rights. - 


15. The Government of Canada will establish. (sees 


regime to compensate all non-Dene who suffer 
hardship because of, or non-Dene who wish to leave 
~ the Northwest Territories because they are unable to 
adjust to, changes ensuring the viability of the 


principles herein contained and particularly measures — 


introduced to guarantee the recognition, self- 


determination, and development ey the Dene as a 


People. 

16: The Dene agree that all non DERE Felina lands i in 
estate fee simple as of October 15, 1976 will not be 
deprived of their property rights, but after that date all 
lands will be subject to the terms of this agreement. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Her Majesty and the — 


Dene through their representatives have hereunto set 


their hands this... . day of ....7......: {ap 1976. 





= spokesman told the whiteman, ‘Do you ‘remember what you promised t us before?” The ‘hiteron’ 
: ___ said, “No”. We told him, “Why i is it then, you did not read the Paper we signed?” . 
The time they began the treaty, they kissed the Bible and everything. Why do you lie to us? Why a you 


do this? Why do you change now? Drygeese told them, “You gave us money and paper, now you want to 
change the law. We will give you back all the money. We can do without the money, we did without it long 


_ before. You can’t pay to be the boss of us.” Susie Drygeese told the Indian agent, “If you say there is a 
caribou season, we are not going to take that treaty . 


. Why do you ee how to run our land? We did 


- not give it a You. . 
Johnny Jean Marie Giclees 
Chipewyan, born 1888, 
interviewed by Dora Unka, Fort Resolution. 
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